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ThereignofqueenElizabeth1(1558-1603)usheredinaneraof

wellbeing,newdiscoveriesandartisticpursuitsinEngland.

Thetheatre(asElizabethanDrama)asentertainment

flourishedandbecomeverypopular.

1.ElizabethanSociety

2.ElizabethanTheatreFacts

3.FormsofDrama

4.ElizabethanDramaThemes.

5.DramaticDevicesinElizabethanDram.

1.ElizabethanSociety:-

In the Elizabethan Time,Drama became the national

passionwithawidevarietyofpeoplefrom merchantsto

peasant,viedforaplaceinthesocialorderandstabilityin

theElizabethan.

The new Elizabethan introduced a hero who was not

ascertainedofhisfateandwasfullofdoubtsandpassions

thatcatapulteddramaasthefavouritepasstimeformany.

Theuseofexpansivemetaphorsintextandperformances



weresosuccessfulleadtotheopeningofthefirstpublic

theatre known as The Theatre by a carpenterJames

Burbage.

Thiswasthesparkthatignitedthepassionthatledto

ChristopherMarlowe,BenJonsonandWilliam Shakespeare

andhisfamousTheGlobe(atheatre)Thisageisalso

knownforexperimentstationleadingtonew discoveries

whichprovidedrichcontentfordrama,poetryandprose.

2.ElizabethanTheatreFacts:-

Renaissance period influenced manyproperties ofthe

theatre like actors were attached to companies that

performedthroughoutthecountry.

Theyenjoyedaristocraticpatronageandsurvivedthelean

wintermonthseasilyonsuchappreciation.

LordAdmiralMenwhichhadChristopherMarloweonthe

ranksweretheleadingcompanyofthetimewithLord

Chamberlain”MenhadabuddingWillianShakespeare.

The performances were held in open like the public



courtyards,innsetc,withlavishentrancesbehindthem

andwindows.

Spaceswerecraftilyusedtocreatethesceneofheaven

andhelletc.

ThereweremanyfeaturesofElizabethantheatrethatwere

violative ofthe ghost-like sanctity ofgodliness with

Transvestism begin quitepopular(men dressed up as

womenastage,aBiblicalsin)

3.FormsofDrama:-

Thetragedywithspectacularandviolentdeathsofthe

protagonist.

Revengebecametheultimatepursuitinmusttragedies

withRomanceasthemainobjective.

HistoricalPlaysalsoendedincatastropheorintriumph

withthenationprojectedasthehero.

Historiesvaporizedpatriotism,oftenofJingoisticnature.

Comedywasthethirdform.Themainaim wastomake

peoplelaughbuttheywerenotasprominentastheother



twogenres.

E.g.-WithShakespeare”“ThecomedyofErrors”and“Tamingof

theShrew”humourbecamefarcical.Thesuperficialityofcourt

comedieslike“MidsummerNight’sDream”anotherhighlightof

theage.

4.ThemesofElizabethanDrama:-

a)Anti–Semitism

b)RevengeTragedy

c)SupernaturalElements

d)ComedyofHumours

a)Anti–Semitism:-Amongthevariouspopularthemeswas

Anti-Semitism astheElizabethansocietyandisreflectedin

theplaysofChristopherMarlowe’sTheJew ofMaltaand

William Shakespeare”TheMerchantofVenice.

b)RevengeTragedy:-Revengewasanotherpopulartheme.

Beitaghost-likeinThomasKyd’s“TheSpanishTragedy”or

aprinceinShakespeare’sHamletThemotiveofrevenge

became the main counter-motive in drama especially

tragedies.

c)SupernaturalElement:-Anotherthemethatwasprominent

wasthesupernaturalasthesocietyofthetimewashighly



superstitious with people believing in the supernatural

forms.Ghostsbecametheprimemovingforceinmany

tragedies.

d)Comedyofhumours:-useofpsychologywasextensive

andwasfoundedonthetheoryofhumoursinsideahuman

body,namely,blood,phlegm,blackbileandyellowbileBen

Jon’sEverymanishishumouristhebestexampleof

comedyofhumours.

5.DramaticDevicesinElizabethanDrama:-

Asidesorprivateconversationsandsoliloquyareusedto

engagewiththeaudienceandbecamequitepopular.

IambicPentameterwithfivetwo-syllableunitsor‘feet’was

themostpopularconstructionoftheage.

Blank verse with iambic pentameterwas also used

profuselyinElizabethanplays.

Use ofabuses and insults is also extensive in the

ElizabethanDramawithverbaldwelling,astrongsuitof

ShakespeareanPlays.

Useofsubterfugelikeadisguisewasusedfrequentlyasa



mantoobtainsecretinformationlikeinShakespeare’s“As

youLikeIt”.
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